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The well-known correspondence between Heloise and Abelard contains
profound reflections on the relation between human erotic love and love of
God. The recently-discovered collection of “Epistolae duorum amantium,”
sometimes ascribed to Heloise and Abelard, also explores this theme from a

somewhat different perspective. This talk will compare the two collections in
light of larger twelfth-century concern with relating the two forms of love.

Bernard McGinn is Professor Emeritus of Historical Theology and of the History of Christianity
in the Divinity School at the University of Chicago. He specializes in the history of Christian
spirituality and mysticism and is completing a five-volume history of Christian mysticism in the
West under the general title 7he Presence of God, three volumes of which have appeared: 7The
Origins of Mysticisny; The Growth of Mysticisny; and The Flowering of Mysticism. For further
information on Professor McGinn’s events at UCSB see
http://www.religion.ucsb.edu/catholicstudies/events.php

For more information contact Edward D. English at english@history.ucsb.edu
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