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Greetings from the Chair

It is my pleasure to chair the Medieval Studies
Program and its advisory committee for the academic
year 2004-05. We welcome to the program and advisory committee Edward English. Professor English’s
appointment as the program’s Executive Director and
Adjunct Associate Professor of History, will both allow
greater administrative continuity within Medieval Studies and strength our graduate course offerings, particularly Medieval Latin, Paleography and Diplomatics.
One of the goals in having an executive director is to
expand Medieval Studies activities at UCSB and gain
greater recognition for the program not only on campus
but nationally and internationally. We also welcome to
our advisory committee Debra Blumenthal, appointed
last year as Assistant Professor in the Department of
History. A specialist in the history of medieval Spain,
Debra will begin her teaching duties in the winter quarter.
The academic year began with a Medieval
Studies reception for graduates and faculty on October
3. The Fall Colloquium also took place early in the
quarter, on October 16th, and was devoted to the topic
“The Medieval Pilgrimage: History, Art, Literature, and
Virtual Reality.” It featured the following speakers:
John Dagenais, Professor of Spanish, University of
California, Los Angeles, respondent: Juan Campo, Department of Religious Studies, UCSB; James D'Emilio,
Associate Professor of Humanities, University of South
Florida, respondent: Conrad Rudolph, University of
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of
French
and Italian
and Department of Dramatic
Art.
On all accounts
the
coll oqui um
was a great
success,
serving well
the interdisciplinary
aspect of our program and producing lively discussions
at the end of each presentation. Cynthia Brown and her
husband Art kindly opened their home for a potluck
supper after the colloquium.
The winter quarter will feature several important events. On February 29, the Medieval Studies Program will co-sponsor a lecture by Jocelyn WoganBrowne, Professor of Middle English Literature at
Fordham University. We will also offer for the first
time a workshop for graduate students on archival research. The Winter Colloquium, on Travel in the Middle Ages, will feature Suzanne Akbari, Associate Professor of English and Medieval Studies, University of
Toronto; Dan Birkholz, Assistant Professor of English,
University of Texas at Austin; Ray Rubenstein, Assistant Professor of History, University of New Mexico;
and Marina Tolmachëva, Professor of History, Washington State University.
Spring Quarter, we will co-sponsor a lecture
by C.hris Wikham, Professor of Early Medieval History, University of Birmingham and Fellow of the British Academy.
Corinne Wieben, a Ph.D. student in History,
continues to serve as the webmaster for our program’s
website. She did a beautiful job in designing the site
and we appreciate her ongoing work to keep the site
Continued on page 2
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Third Annual Graduate Conference:
An Interdisciplinary Success
I n
A p r i l
2004, Med i e v a l
Studies
graduate
students
held their
3rd annual
UCSB Med i e v a l
Studies
James Maiello and Jennifer Hammerschmidt enjoy some
Graduate
conversation with lunch.
Student
Conference, entitled Self, Community, and Artifact in
the Middle Ages held at UCSB’s Centennial House. The
conference was an inter-disciplinary success. Graduate
participants represented the departments of Religious
Studies, History, Music, and English. The audience was
a mix of fellow graduate students and Medieval Studies
faculty. Our plenary speaker and respondant was Allan
Shoaf, from the University of Florida. The conference
began with a morning panel by Jessica Andruss, Jessica
Murphy, and Jennifer Stoy, followed by a feisty Q&A
session. A nice lunch and good conversation between
medievalists ensued. Al Shoaf presented “Dante’s Comedy, Chaucer’s Troilus, Henryson’s Testament: A B and
C — ‘a pregnant argument’” and Aranye Fradenburg
moderated the ensuing discussion. The conference concluded with an afternoon panel of Karen Frank, James
Maiello, and Donna Beth Ellard. A big thanks to all our
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updated. Bethanie Petersen, another Ph.D. student in
History, is serving as the editor of The Medieval Studies
Newsletter for 2004-05. Bethanie and Corinne are both
coordinating plans for the annual spring graduate conference.
In chairing the program for 2004-05 I would
like to thank Ed English in assisting me with the administration of the program; Sharon Farmer, the vicechair of our advisory committee, and the other members
of the committee for their advice and cooperation in setting up the year’s activities, especially Carol Pasternack,
last year’s chair of Medieval Studies. My thanks also to

conference participants and attendees for making this
another graduate success, as well as Nicole Archambeau
and Donna Beth Ellard for organizing the conference.
Jessica Andruss examined the Kuzari or Argument and Proof in Defense of the Despised Faith, by
Judah Halevi (1075-1140). In her paper, Jessica pointed
out that the Kuzari reflects Halevi’s personal engagement in Aristotelian philosophy, Muslim theology, Sufi
mysticism, rabbinical authority, and Karaism. Jessica’s
paper pointed out the tension between the text’s interreligious arguments and its position as a canonical
source of the essential principles of rabbinic Judaism.
Jessica argued that the Kuzari became a definitive treatment of Judaism only after Jews were expelled from
Iberia and formed communities in exile. While living in
this diaspora, crypto-Jews with no personal experience
of their Jewish heritage interpreted the Kuzari as a consistent account of Judaism, thus transforming it into a
text
of
rabbinical
Judaism.
Karen Frank presented a paper on Pope Pius II’s
acquisition of the head of Saint Andrew. Karen suggested that the adventus ceremony that Pius orchestrated
to welcome Andrew into Rome was in reality a propagandistic tool intended to raise support among Christian
princes for his proposed crusade against the Turks who
had just recently conquered Constantinople. Karen’s
paper focused on the centrality of the relics to the ceremony and their importance to papal authority. The papacy’s association with relics—particularly of early

our enthusiastic graduate students in helping accomplish
our goal to make Medieval Studies one of the more active and exciting interdepartmental programs at UCSB.
Helping the program run smoothly are also three staff
members in the Department of History: Rosa Arlington,
Carol Pfeil and María Pérez. As a result of Dean David
Marshall’s ongoing support for our program, we have
now become a “center” within UCSB’s Interdisciplinary
Humanities Center (IHC), and we thank Dick Hebdige,
Director of the IHC, for his help and advice as we move
our program in new directions.
Harvey Sharrer
Advisory Committee Chair
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martyrs and Apostles—were intrinsic to papal attempts
mistress and a “real” medieval figure who has been all
to not only reclaim authority of the pope but also
but obliterated from the records. Jennifer used the exstressed his importance as the head of
ample of Alice Perrers to open up a
the Respublica Christiana in Quattrodiscussion on how women's individucento Rome.
ality was viewed with extreme dis“...these
moments
of
James Maiello gave a paper
trust to outright hostility by medieval
titled “Music, Ritual, and The Aslegal and social institutions. She
visionary ecstasy threaten likewise argued that the law's objecperges.” James explained the Asperges as a ritual sprinkling of the
tiveness, historical manuscripts and
self-effacement...”
altar and the congregation with holy
idle rumor presented as fact, permawater immediately before Mass on
nently discarded her from record.
— Donna Beth Ellard
Sundays. James’ paper focused on
Donna Beth Ellard presented
the history of the ritual, the text and
“Authorship and Authority in the Vimusic of the antiphons, and the develsionary Experience of Salue Deus
opment of a polyphonic repertory of music for the AsRex Judæorum.” Her paper discussed Salue Deus, an
perges. He examined differences among insular, ContiEarly Modern poem by Aemelia Lanyer in which the
nental, monastic, and secular uses, as well as issues of
Passion of Christ unfolds in accordance with the medieperformance practice.
val visionary tradition. Donna Beth argued that these
Jessica Murphy gave the paper, “The Absentmoments of visionary ecstasy threaten self-effacement
Victim(s) in The Wife of Bath’s Tale and Chaucer’s
and thus the narrator’s authority as woman to write. In
Struggle.” Jessica discussed the rape of a young maiden
order to maintain her power to write, Donna Beth posin The Wife of Bath’s Tale in relation to the legal conited that Lanyer reinstates, what Lacan calls the Symcept of rape in the Middle Ages. She applied this legal
bolic Order, sacrificing her pre-linguistic original self –
definition of rape to the fictional rape in The Wife of
that
of
Bath’s Tale and argued that by this logic, the maiden's
visionary
father — or male guardian — is also a victim of the
u n i o n
maiden’s violation. Jessica’s paper pointed out that
w i t h
while the maiden's silence serves to highlight her violaChrist –
tion and the unfair nature of its punishment, the male
to
her
victim's silence points to complications in the represenauthorial,
tation of this violation. She concluded that the unfair
speaking
nature of the treatment of the crime in The Wife of
subject.
Bath’s Tale creates multiple meanings in the tale that
are overlooked by critics who posit a unified vision of
By,
Chaucer's
representation
of
rape.
Donna
Jennifer Stoy’s paper, “Looking for Alice PerBeth
Alan Shoaf and Carol Pasternack enjoy the beautiful scenery
rers,” discussed Alice Perrers: Edward III’s powerful
Ellard
with their refreshments.

Message from the Executive Director
I am looking forward to the opportunities and challenges
presented by the Undergraduate and Graduate Programs
in Medieval Studies at UCSB. David B. Marshall, the
Dean of Humanities and Fine Arts in the College of Arts
and Letters, has recognized the success of these multidisciplinary programs over the years and is giving us an
excellent opportunity to build on them. I look forward to
promoting more interdisciplinary teaching at all levels
and fostering conferences that will get us national attention. My teaching subjects will be manuscript studies,

Italy, social ethics, and economic and family history.
My office is HSSB 5056 and my extension is 3167. I am
more than glad to meet everyone interested in Medieval
Studies and hearing about what we might do to foster
the programs and encourage interest and participation.
Edward D. English
Executive Director
english@history.ucbs.edu
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The Graduate Student Register
Zia Isola (English) used her UCSB Medieval Studies
travel grant to visit England this past summer. As part
of her research, she went to the British Library and examined the Amherst Manuscript and the book of
Margery Kempe. She also made a pilgrimage to Canterbury, then followed an “Arthurian” trail that led her to
Winchester (home of the romance-inspired 13th century
Round Table). From there she traveled to Glastonbury,
the purported burial site of Arthur and Guinevere, as
well as the site of the magical “tor,” a hill believed by
some to have been Avalon. It is also to Glastonbury that
Joseph of Arimathea is believed to have brought the
Holy Grail when he journeyed from Jerusalem. From
Glastonbury, she travelled to Cornwall, where she visited Tintagel castle and Slaughter Creek, sites associated
with Arthur's birth and death respectively.
Andrew Miller (History) accepted a one-year adjunct
position at Dominican University in River Forest, Illinois, teaching Western Civilization. He is also a visiting scholar in the History Department at Northwestern
University.
Mark O’Tool (History) is in Paris again this year on a
Chateaubriand conducting research on his dissertation,
titled “Caring for the Blind in Medieval Paris: Life at
the Quinze-Vingts, 1250-1500.” In addition, he organized a panel in which he presented a paper at the Medieval Academy in Leeds this past summer, “The Bourgeois Leading the Blind: Relationships between Hospital Administrators and the Disabled.”
Bethanie Petersen (History) traveled to New York
with help from the Medieval Studies Program to see a
fantastic exhibit at the
Metropolitan Museum of
Art titled Byzantium: Faith
and Power (1261-1557).
The exhibit was a fabulous
display of art and artifacts
from the Medieval East as
well as pieces created in
the West, but inspired by
Byzantine faith. She also
conducted research at the
Capital from a medieval manuscript,
photo by Nicole Archambeau
Pierpont Morgan Library
and the New York Public

library for her project on the Cult of Veronica in Medieval France.
Erin M. Rebhan (Spanish and Portuguese) is a Ph.D.
candidate in the Department of Spanish and Portuguese
working with Professors Antonio Cortijo and Harvey
Sharrer. The working title of her dissertation is: “The
Crónica troyana and Chivalric Fiction: The Socioliterary and Historical Context of a Genre in the Iberian
Peninsula in the 15th and 16th Centuries.” She is also
the assistant editor of eHumanista, a professional ejournal dedicated to the literature and culture of Medieval
and Early Modern Spain. She recently published a
translation of Lope de Vega's Porfiar hasta morir / Persistence Until Death with Jessica Ernst Powell and Antonio Cortijo (Ediciones Universidad de Navarra, 2004).
She is currently completing work on a co-authored article as well as a co-authored book both of which look at
an Inquisition document from Colonial Mexico.
Katrin Sjursen (History) delivered two papers recently. The first she presented, “The Gender Factor as
Revealed by the Experiences of Women Warriors: The
Middle Ages and Today” at a four day conference,
“Cultures of Violence – 5th Global Conference,” held in
England in September. In October, she delivered
“Managing Property to Marshal Resources: The Military
Concerns of Northern French Noblewomen” at Brown
University’s conference “Encounters in the Medieval
World: The 22nd Annual Brown-UConn-Yale Graduate
Student Conference in Medieval Studies.”
Tanya Stabler (History) is currently writing her dissertation on the beguine communities in medieval Paris.
Tanya also received the Esme Frost Fellowship in
Spring 2004. In July, she presented a paper entitled
“Mystics, Ministers or Merchants: Parisian Beguines in
Medieval and Modern Thought” at the first annual symposium for the International Medieval Society in Paris.
She will present a portion of her dissertation at the California Medieval History Seminar at the Huntington Library in November.
Alexandra Cook (English) has a new arrival to the medieval community. Jeremy Maxwell Rose was born
September 5, 2004. Congratulations Alex and family!
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Scholar Spotlight

Brian Carniello Reconstructs Bolognese Notarial Families
Brian Carniello is a Ph.D. candidate in medieval history. He is currently completing his dissertation, “The
Notaries of Bologna: Family, Profession and Popular
Government in a Medieval Italian City-State,” under
the direction of Carol Lansing, along with Sharon
Farmer, Hilary Bernstein and Edward English. While
in the earlier stages of his research, Brian was awarded
a Dissertation Fellowship from the UCSB History Department in 2000 and a Fulbright in 2002-2003, which
he used to visit the Archivio di Stato in Bologna.

Medieval notaries wrote contracts for transactions that required written records. During the twelfth
and thirteenth centuries, they contributed to the rise of
the profit economy and served the needs of rapidly
growing urban populations. They also made capital
growth possible, as merchants, bankers and artisans
used notarial contracts to extend credit. Families began
to use new legal formulas in notarial contracts to organize their relationships and wealth according to the prescriptions of Roman law. Government administration
became increasingly complex as the reliance of political
institutions on written records and the notaries who produced them grew. Notaries and written records in particular shaped urban society of the northern Italian citystates.
Most studies on the medieval Italian notariate
focus on the techniques of notarial practice, on the juridical authority of notarial documents, and on the institutional organization of notaries. My goal is to shift
this focus. Changes in techniques of notarial practice
and in the institutional organization of the notaries’
guild were part of a spectrum of change in medieval
Italian urban society.
I investigate the notaries of medieval Bologna,
a city-state in the Emilia region of northern Italy. Bologna was an important center for advancements in notarial theory and was home to an extraordinary number,
1,307 notaries by the end of the thirteenth century.
I reconstruct Bolognese notarial families and
notaries’ daily activities. I examine the networks that
connected notarial families, the various economic interests of members of the notaries’ guild, and the role of
notaries in the guild and popular government during the
last decades of the thirteenth century.

My study
focuses on the
last decades of
the thirteenth century, when Bologna’s guild-based
republican government rose and
disenfranchised
urban magnates
Brian Carniello
who had been disrupting
public order. This popular government is the context
necessary to understand important institutional changes
of the notaries’ guilds and technical developments in
notarial practice in Bologna. During this time, notaries
were leaders. Reform of the notaries’ guild and notarial
practice was central to the political program of Bologna’s revolutionary popular government that came to
power in 1282.
Investigation of notaries’ familial strategies, professional associations, and daily activities in Bologna
during the 1280s and 1290s reveals that the politics and
worldview of adherents of popular government were different from those of thirteenth-century magnate families.
Rather than the family [parenti], friends [amici], and
neighbors [vicini] equation of aristocratic partisan politics, adherents of popular government in Bologna created
bonds through family [parenti], associates [soci], guild
[corporazione], and government [popolo]. They encouraged the circulation of activities instead of neighborhood
enclaves and favored the centralization of authority over
private forms of power.
Brian recently published an article on notaries, “The
Rise of an Administrative Elite in Medieval Bologna:
Notaries and Popular Government, 1282-1292,” published in the Journal of Medieval History (2002). Brian
also examines religious movements in Italy. He has an
article forthcoming, “Gerardo Segarelli as the AntiFrancis: Mendicant Rivalry and Heresy in Medieval Italy, 1260-1300,” in the Journal of Ecclesiastical History.
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The Faculty Times
C. Edson Armi (History of Art and Architecture)
published Design and Construction in Romanesque Architecture: First Romanesque Architecture and the
Pointed Arch in Burgundy and Northern Italy, Cambridge University Press, 2004.

sociation, 2004-09.
Stephen Humpreys (History) is spending the autumn
as a senior fellow at the American Center for Oriental
Research in Amman, Jordan. He also spent three very
intense but rewarding weeks in Syria. He is currently
working on a biography of the fifth
Muslim caliph, Mu’awiya (660680), a critical transition figure between ancient Arabia and Late Antiquity on the one side, and medieval
Islam on the other. In addition, he is
preparing a chapter on early Islamic
Syria for the proposed New Cambridge History of Islam.

Cynthia Brown (French and Italian) published a critical edition of Pierre Gringore’s
Oeuvres, Volume II (Les Entrées royales à
Paris de Marie d’Angleterre [1514] et de
Claude de France [1517]). Geneva : Éditions
Droz, 2004 (forthcoming). She also delivered
several papers last year: “Pierre Gringore and
the Manuscript Culture: Two Early Sixteenth-Century French Royal Entry Books
(British Library Cottonian Ms. Vespasian B.II
and Bibliothèque Municipale de Nantes, Ms. From the Domesday Book, UCSB Special
Carol Lansing (History) is giving
1337),” at the Camargo Foundation, Cassis, Collections.
talks and commentaries at several
France, 9 October 2003; “In Celebration of
conferences this year, including the
Queen and Author: Early Sixteenth-Century French
CNRS in Paris, UCLA, the Medieval Academy meeting
Royal Entry Books,” at Cambridge University, 30 Ocin Miami, the Renaissance Society in Cambridge and
tober 2003; “La Mise en œuvre et la mise en page du
the Berkshire Conference of Women Historians at
prosimètre chez André de la Vigne,” for the Journée
Scripps. This year, she will publish an article, “Donna
Prosimètre, Centre Saulnier, Université de Paris IV
con donna? A 1295 Inquest into Female Sodomy.” In
(Sorbonne), 4 March 2004; and “From Stage to Page:
addition, she is planning a new project on urban culture
Royal Entry Performances in Honor of Mary Tudor
in twelfth- and thirteenth-century southern Italy.
(1514),” at the Fifty-Seventh Annual Kentucky Foreign
Language Conference, April 16, 2004.
Bob Potter (Emeritus, Dramatic Art) presented a paper on Gil Vicente at the XI Colloquium of the Société
Internationale pour l’Etude du Théatre Médiéval (SITM)
Jody Enders (French and Italian and Dramatic Arts)
and her book Death by Drama and Other Medieval Urin August, in Elche, Spain. His paper “La Sebila Casanban Legends continues to receive marks of distinction:
dra: Gil Vicente’s Postmodern Feminist Christmas
Honorable Mention for the Joe A. Callaway Prize for
Play” will be published in a forthcoming issue of EuroBest Book in Drama or Theatre and finalist for the
pean Medieval Drama (EMD).
George Freedley Memorial Award from the Theatre Library Association. She was also guest-editor of a speHarvey Sharrer (Spanish and Portuguese) presented
cial issue Theatre Survey, 45.2 (November 2004):
several papers recently: “Estado actual de los estudios
“Theater History in the New Millennium.” In addition,
sobre el Cancioneiro da Ajuda,” plenary paper for the
she published a new article in Speculum entitled
international congress “O Cancioneiro Ajuda, cen anos
“Theater Makes History: Ritual Murder by Proxy in the
despois,” Santiago de Compostela and the Ilha de San
Mistere de la Sainte Hostie.” She contributed an article
Simón (Pontevedra), in 26 May 2004 and “Newly Disentitled “Seeing is Not Believing” to The Passion of the
covered Letters on the Marriage of Leonor of Portugal
Christ: Biblical and Theological Perspectives (ed. Tim
to Emperor Friedrich III of Germany,” Eleventh TrienBeal and Tod Linafelt. Chicago: University of Chicago
nial Congress of the International Courtly Literature
Press, 2005), a volume on Mel Gibson's Passion of the
Society, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 31 July
Christ. She was also elected to the Division of Medieval
2004.
French Language and Literature, Modern Language As-
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Visiting UCSB this Fall is Maria do Rosário Santana
Paixão on sabbatical leave as a Professor from the Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Portugal, through a grant
from the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation of Lisbon.
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While here, she will audit Professor Sharrer’s courses
as well as carry out research on the topic of French,
Spanish and Portuguese chivalric romance in the Middle Ages and early Renaissance.

Upcoming Events in the UCSB Area
August 5, 2004 – January 30, 2005
Luxury Textiles East and West: Opulent Interiors –
LACMA
This exhibit examines the ways in which textiles have
aesthetically enhanced living spaces from the United
States to Europe and China. Examples range from a
15th-century Flemish millefleur tapestry to a five-color,
17th-century Mughal velvet tent panel.
December 21 – March 13, 2005
Images of Violence in the Medieval World – The Getty
Violence was an integral part of medieval Europe: images of the tortured Christ were objects for devotional
contemplation, fierce tournaments provided entertainment for enthralled spectators, and wars were an accepted part of life. This exhibition explores three aspects of violence in the medieval world: violence in the
Christian religion, violence in the name of the state, and
violence in everyday life.
February, 2005
Workshop for Graduate Students
The Medieval Studies program at UCSB will coordinate
a workshop for graduate students on archival research.
Date and location forthcoming.
February 22, 2005
Place-name Evidence for Viking and Early Scandinavian Society and History— UCLA, Royce 314
Visiting scholar Stefan Brink (Seminar for the Study of
Early Scandinavian Society and Culture, Dept. of Archaeology and Ancient History, Uppsala University)
will present a lecture. Contact cmrs@humnet.ucla.edu
for more information
February 11, 2005
Annual Symposium on Women and Gender: Women of
Violence in the Medieval World – UCLA, Royce 314
The CMRS presents an interdisciplinary symposium to
discuss violent women in historical and literary sources.
Advance registration required. Fee may apply. Contact
cmrs@humnet.ucla.edu

February 12, 2005
UCSB Medieval Studies’ Winter Conference – The Centennial House, UCSB
Speakers will include Dan Birkholz (Assistant Professor
of English, University of Texas at Austin), Jay Rubenstein (Assistant Professor of History, University of New
Mexico), Suzanne Akbari (Associate Professor of English and Medieval Studies, University of Toronto), and
Marina A. Tolmachëva (Professor of History, Washington State University). Titles of papers and schedule
available soon, visit the Medieval Studies website for
more details. http://medievalstudies.ucsb.edu/
February 29, 2005
Guest Lecturer— UCSB

The Medieval Studies will co-sponsor a lecture by
Jocelyn Wogan-Browne, Professor of Middle English Literature at Fordham University. Details
forthcoming.
March 11 – 12, 2005
Medieval Association of the Pacific, Fortieth Annual
Meeting - San Francisco State University, San Francisco, CA
Further information will be forthcoming; interested parties may visit their website, http://medieval.ucdavis.edu/
map/annual1.htm for more information.
April 2005
Fourth Annual Graduate Student
Conference
The theme for this year’s conference with revolve around the idea
of image and identity. R. Howard Block, Professor at Yale University will be this year’s plenary
speaker. Abstracts should be sent
to Corinne Wieben at cmwieben@umail.ucsb.edu or Bethanie
P e t e r s e n
a t
bpetersen@umail.ucsb.edu Details will be posted to the Medieval Studies website.
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Guest Speakers to UCSB, Spring 2004
Spring 2004 brought many visitors to Santa
Barbara providing Medievalists with stimulating events
including seminars, workshops and lectures. Topics
were as varied as the events ranging from deviant
groups to cohesive cultural structures up to the modern
with a workshop on teaching Medieval Studies today.
Gábor Klaniczay, Professor at the Central European University in Budapest, visited UCSB this Spring
and delivered a fascinating talk, “Sainthood and Witchcraft in the Middle Ages.” According to Klaniczay, the
witch and the saint both represent humans with supernatural capacities. Klaniczay explored the relationship
of the supernatural capacities between female visionaries and the rise of witchcraft in the Late Middle Ages, a
time that expressed ambivalence in the reception of female visionaries such as Joan of Arc. The arrival of the
first demonological handbook, the Formicarius of the
Dominican Johannes Nider in 1437/38, together with the
Council of Basel target the late fourteenth and early fifteenth century as a transition from the unquestioned acceptance of female visionaries to the rise of diabolical
witchcraft. Klaniczay examined and compared witness
testimonies of canonization inquests and the witch trials
to demonstrate how distorted testimonies provided proof
of the supernatural in either case.
Another spring guest speaker, Professor Ian Michael, Oxford University, lectured on the City of Toledo
in a paper entitled, “Toledo, the City of Three Faiths,
and the Survival of Mozarabic Culture There.” By examining the dissemination and production of texts from
the eleventh through fourteenth centuries, Professor Michael demonstrated how the city not only held onto its
unique culture during the various political and religious
changes that took place in Spain in the Middle Ages, but
also how intellectual and cultural ideas emanated out of
Toledo into other European nations.
R. Allen Shoaf, Professor at the University of
Florida, not only responded to papers at the Spring
Graduate Student conference, but also led two discussions about teaching Medieval Studies. Professors and
graduate students involved in the discussions stressed

the importance of incorporating many communities —
academic, local, and administrative — to create more
effective programs and raise awareness of why Medieval Studies is important as a discipline. Shoaf also
called attention to using tools such as the journal Studies
in Medieval and Renaissance Teaching to connect to the
larger network of American medievalists. This is especially true as topics such as the Crusades become rhetorically important in modern society and Medieval
Studies classes attract more students than in the past.
In May, Professor Robert I. Moore, Newcastleupon-Tyne, offered graduate students and faculty in medieval studies a seminar that gave us a glimpse of his
latest work: a rethinking of his highly influential book,
The Formation of a Persecuting Society: Power and
Deviance in Western Europe, 950-1250 (1987). Moore
has once again shifted his perspective on the rise of organized persecution of groups considered deviant, including Jews, sodomites, prostitutes, lepers and heretics
during the eleventh and twelfth centuries. Moore argued in Formation of a Persecuting Society, that persecution resulted from boundaries drawn by (and for) the
rising clerical class and necessitated exclusion and precipitated violence. Moore has altered the argument to
one that discusses a society that is a less homogenous,
with a more localized view of clerics competing for resources in their communities.
These spring speakers brought fresh ideas to
UCSB, medieval program that will linger long after the
flowers have withered.
By,
Bethanie Petersen, Nicole Archambeau, and
Corinne Wieben

Visit the Medieval Studies website for Course offerings for Winter 2005
http://medievalstudies.ucsb.edu/
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Medieval Travel: a Day of Pilgrimage in the UCSB
Medieval Studies Program
The Medieval StudCalifornia, Riverside, Department of Art History) conies Program’s considered the ways in which the archway at Santiago was
ference series on
part of the phenomenon of medieval pilgrimage, and
Travel in the Middle
how art in pilgrimage sites, like the cathedral of SantiAges began in Octoago, had to meet pilgrims’ expectations. Professor Ruber with a collodolph focused particularly on the iconic function of art.
quium centered on
Professor Alison Stones (University of Pittsthe theme of medieburgh, Department of History of Art and Architecture),
va l
pi l gr i ma ge .
presented a paper entitled “Who is in and Who is out:
Drawing on art, arThe Saints of The Pilgrim's Guide to Santiago”. Noting
Pilgrim’s portrait, from facsimile of the Elleschitecture,
pilgrimage
that the itinerary described in the Pilgrim’s Guide was
mere Manuscript, UCSB Special Collections
guides and didactic
only one of many possible routes available to pilgrims,
literature, each presenStones argued that the itinerary suggested in the Piltation shed light on the experience, meaning and ritual
grim’s Guide betrays a political agenda. Respondent
of pilgrimage. Three of the presenters are involved in a
Professor Sharon Farmer (UCSB, History Department),
collaborative project that restores to its thirteenthwho has written a book on Saint Martin of Tours, one of
century state (virtually) the creation of the cathedral
the saints dismissed by the Pilgrim’s Guide, inquired
Santiago de Compostela.
about the breadth of the text’s inProfessor John Dagenais (UCLA,
fluence, asking whether the PilDepartment of Spanish and Portuguese),
grim’s Guide was a portable, and
“...the body as neutral
one of the scholars involved with this protherefore practical, guide for pilject, argued in his paper that the structure
grims.
container and warring
of the Cathedral’s west end expressed a
The conference’s theme
separation between the earthly and the
was further developed in a presenopponent.”
celestial realms by way of its iconographic
tation on internal pilgrimage,
organization and design. The paper was
which effectively rounded out the
— Professor Sarah Kay
part of a larger project that presents the
discussion by tying the idea of
cathedral within a virtual reconstruction of
pilgrimage to identity. Professor
the medieval town, bringing to light the
Sarah Kay’s (Girton College, Uniways in which the cathedral’s architectural features
versity of Cambridge) paper explored the theme of idenwere purposely planned to complement this environtity in Guillaume de Deguileville's allegorical poem on
ment.
spiritual pilgrimage: Pelerinage de Vie Humaine (c.
Professor Juan Campo (UCSB, Religious Stud1330/1331). Kay explored the ways in which consciousies), the respondent, who studies pilgrimage in Islam
ness of self—a self divided by sin and virtue—was reand modern Mexico, expanded on the ways in which
flected in the hedge of Penitence, and related to the
sacred space impacts ritual behavior, as well as how
problem of spatial paradoxes, or “the body as neutral
pilgrimage and architecture worked in concert to concontainer and warring opponent”. Respondent Professor
struct, maintain and challenge power hierarchies.
Jody Enders (UCSB, Departments of French and Italian
Professor James D’Emilio (University of South
and Dramatic Arts), focused on the
Florida, Department of Humanities), who worked with
theme of Memory in the Pelerinage
Dagenais on the project of reconstructing the Romande Vie Humaine, inquiring about
esque Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela, further anathe connection between what a perlyzed the architecture and sculptural program of Comson remembers and how this gets
postela, arguing that scholarly preoccupation with archione to do something.
tectural relationships between cathedrals obscures the
By,
purposeful eclecticism of Santiago.
Tanya Stabler
Respondent Conrad Rudolph (University of
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